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January 5, 2025

The Honorable David Fink

Administrator

Federal Railroad Administration

United States Department of Transportation
1200 New Jersey Avenue, SE

Washington, DC 20590

Dear Administrator Fink:

The lllinois Department of Transportation (IDOT) is seeking National Railroad
Partnership Program funds on behalf of the Chicago Region Environmental and
Transportation Efficiency (CREATE) Program’s Rock Island Connection Project
(P2). IDOT is a member of the Coalition for America’s Gateways and Trade
Corridors (CAGTC) - a national group dedicated to improving our nation’s freight
infrastructure.

The CREATE Program is the largest public-private partnership of its kind. Federal
funding will advance CREATE's P2, the next phase of the larger 75th Street Corridor
Improvement Project, which will construct a flyover bridge to eliminate a major
chokepoint and reduce conflicts between freight and passenger trains. P2 will
improve reliability, travel times, and safety for both passenger and freight trains in
the country’s most congested rail terminal.

A key benefit of the project is to reduce conflicts between freight and passenger
trains. Freight operators run 90 trains through the corridor daily, Amtrak runs 3
weekly Cardinal trains, and Metra currently runs 30 SWS trains daily. Due to the
prioritization of passenger trains, freight trains are curtailed at least twice a day on
the corridor during peak commuting periods (totaling six hours daily) and
occasionally during non-peak periods. Rerouting Metra SWS using the P2 bridge will
improve freight flows through Belt Junction.

Chicago is the nation’s premier freight hub, handling nearly half of all intermodal
containers and one-third of U.S. carload freight. This investment is not merely an
infrastructure upgrade — it is a pivotal step toward enhancing supply chain resilience
and driving economic growth across the country.

We hope you will consider the merits of the P2 Project. As an organization, we
support investments in freight infrastructure, and we encourage USDOT to continue
investing in goods movement projects through the National Railroad Partnership
Program. Should you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact me.
Thank you in advance for your consideration.

Sincerely,

VR

Elaine Nessle
Executive Director
202-828-9100 phone | www.tradecorridors.org
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