
BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
 
Executive Committee 
Robert A. Wislow Chair 
Wendy Berger 
Marcy R. Carlin 
David R. Casper  
Michael Fassnacht 
Linda Filler 
Archana Kumar Treasurer 
Bruce Sagan Secretary 
Marshall Field Past Chair 
Cindy Pritzker Chair Emerita 
Brenda Langstraat Bui President & CEO 
 
Heather Alger 
Alena Antigua 
Margaret Baczkowski 
Jodi Block 
Erin Bodendorfer 
Kathleen M. Boege 
Matthew Brewer 
Morgan Carr 
Esther Choy 
Elizabeth Donnelly 
Deirdre C. Drake 
Jennifer Friedes 
Mark Gartland 
Graham C. Grady 
Jacqueline Griesdorn 
Suren Gupta 
Francia E. Harrington 
Adam Hecktman 
Steve Hendry 
David F. Heroy 
Carl Jones, Jr.  
Andrew Ladd 
Donna LaPietra 
Roger Liew 
Bryan Logan 
Cheryl Mayberry McKissack 
Amanda Morris 
Trisha Mowbray 
Andrés Ordóñez 
Sheila Owens 
Jane S. Park 
Melissa Potdar 
Linda Johnson Rice 
Trisha Rooney 
Marianna Ruiz 
Andrea Sáenz 
Priya Sadarangani 
Mary Lee Schneider 
Mark Sproat 
Laurence P. Szumski 
Cherryl T. Thomas 
Wade Thomson 
Elizabeth Tulach 
Michael Wilson 
Suzanne Yoon 
 

 

www.cplfoundation.org 

200 West Madison Street, Floor 3 | Chicago, IL 60606-3402 | (312) 201-9830  

May 3, 2024 
 
The Honorable Pete Buttigieg 
Secretary 
United States Department of Transportation 
1200 New Jersey Avenue SE 
Washington, DC 20590 
 
Dear Secretary Buttigieg, 
 
For the past five years, the Chicago Public Library Foundation has been pleased to 
partner with the Chicago Region Environmental and Transportation Efficiency 
(CREATE) Program and the 75th St. Corridor Improvement Project (CIP) to make 
possible Library programming that truly goes above and behind to meet the needs of 
our community.  
 
The workforce of both today and tomorrow will need the 21st skills developed through 
quality STEM education, such as critical thinking, problem-solving, creativity, and 
sound decision-making. Thanks to support from the 75th St. Corridor Improvement 
Project, we have been able to provide a wide range of free programming at our 
Library—spanning from digital literacy to engineering, makerspaces to citizen science 
projects—that builds these skills.  
 
The Library Foundation is aware that IDOT is applying for the Multimodal Project 
Discretionary Grant Opportunity (MPDG) and Consolidated Rail Infrastructure and 
Safety Improvements (CRISI) Programs funding on behalf of the CREATE Program. 
These grants will fund the first segment of the Belt Junction and 80th Street Junction 
Replacements project, known as EW2a. As we understand, the EW2a project will work 
to alleviate the congestion of Chicago’s Belt Junction, where 30 Metra and 90 freight 
trains cross each day. The project would also improve neighborhood connectivity and 
increase capacity for future Amtrak intercity and Metra commuter rail service.  
 
We hope that the efficiencies resulting from this project will support increased quality of 
life in neighborhoods located near railways as well as the movement of people and 
goods nationwide. In alignment with these long-term goals, the 75th St CIP project’s 
current investments in K-12 education and workforce opportunities at our Library helps 
to enhance opportunities for learning and discovery every day in our community.  
 
The Library Foundation deeply appreciates this investment and welcomes CREATE’s 
continued partnership in ensuring that Chicagoans of all ages can access quality 
lifelong learning opportunities through our 81-branch public library system.  
 
Sincerely, 

 
Brenda Langstraat Bui 
President & CEO 


